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 WASHINGTON -- Congressman John W. Olver (D-1st District) announced                today that he helped secure a $452,804 grant from the U.S. Department                of Health and Human Services (HHS) to help connect long-term unemployed                refugees to the labor force and to prepare them for future employment.                 Lutheran Social Services of New England (LSS/NE) of West Springfield                applied for the grant from HHS°s Office of Refugee Resettlement-Community                Service Employment Grant Program.              

Congressman Olver wrote a letter to HHS Secretary Donna Shalala                and lobbied her for full and expeditious funding of the LSS/NE grant                application.              

œThis funding will go a long way towards meeting the needs of the                refugee population by providing job skills and language training,”                Olver said.              

During the last five years, the Lutheran Social Services of New                England has resettled more than 1,800 refugees in western Massachusetts.                In the town of West Springfield and the city of Westfield the rapid                influx of Russian and Ukrainian refugees has put an extra strain                on the educational, housing and health resources of these communities.              

The objective of the LSS/NE grant proposal, Work 2000, is to connect                long-term unemployed refugees to the labor force and to prepare                participants for employment. Additionally, the funds will enable                participants to transition to unsubsidized employment in the private                or public sector and provide the refugee population in Hampden,                Hampshire and Franklin Counties with greater and more comfortable                access to local community services and institutions.              

œLutheran Social Services has provided skill training and employment                placement services that have led to the permanent employment of                90% of the people they have trained,” Olver said. œI am confident                in their ability to make this new initiative a success.”              

œCurrently communities are struggling with too few resources and                cannot provide the refugees with even the most basic vital services,”                Olver said. œThis type of targeted assistance is exactly what our                cities and towns need.”             
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